Sanitized Copy Approved for Release 2011/07/27 : CIA-RDP80-00809A000600050180-7

25X1 -
A CLASSIFICATION'  CONFIDENTIAL ” 55X
-7 CENTRAL INTELLIGENCE AGENCY REPORT NO
INFORMATION REPCRT
25X1
COUNTRY fermany {Soviet, ?one)/Yugosla‘via/Czechoslovakia/ I Jan Sk
Austrin, Poiund 25X1 \—ND_OF—P—‘
SUBJECT coel Industry . OF PAGES 3
PLACE NO. OF ENCLS.
ACQUIR (LISTED BELOW)
DATE SUPPLEMENT TO

ACQUIRED BY SOURCE

25X1 REPORT NO. 25X

THES aSCUNEAT co
e vet ustves §y

THIS IS UNEVALUATED INFORMATION

SOURCE

1. The 31lesia area located in Sodet Germany, Czechoslovakie, and Poland is
& very rich ccal basin, mostly anthracite. The coal is not as good as
the Ruhr coal, but 1s an excellent coal. Veins lsy horizontally and are
not too deep; therefore, they are sy to mine. The knowvn ressrves will
last for at lecast a hundred yeors and pogsivly nore st the Present
production rates.

2. There is excellent coking coal in the gouthern rart of the basin on the
Czech border. This coal contains 16 thousand British Thermal Units
(3TUs) per pound. It is without question the best coking coal in Europe.
After Hitler took posseasion of Czechoslc la, he banned the use of this
coal for export. Coal in the northern vaic of this area 1s not as hard,
but it is still good. The German expression for this coal is steinkohle
vhich means rock hard coal. Its consistency is between anthracite end
bituminous. In Ostrava the Yearly coal productior is very dose to 20
million leng tons. Production in the rest of the coal arca is several
times this figure.

3. There is & brown coal region in Fommern east of Berlin. The seams of
the brown coal are much thicker than the seams of pteinkohle and will
Tun up to 50 feet thick. Production of brown coal is mich greater than
the hard coal but the BTUs are loven requiring nearly twice the amount
of broevn cosl to equal the BTUs oy the steinkohie,

ho I det ermany there are grect Quantities of lignite vhich is the
youngest coal and looks like wood. It can be cut with a knife, and its
BTUs are epproximately cne-bali that of the brown coal. The production
tonnage of lignite 4s very large because the Soviets rermit only the
use of lignite for home use. Brown coal runs in quality from eight
thousand BTUs per 1b to 114 BTUs per 1b. Brown coal running 10 thousand
Bl'Us or higher 1s classed as high quality and enything less is low
qQuality. X ligaits 18 inciuded in the brown coal reserve estimate
there &= 10 tons of the low quality to one of the high quality. If
lignite is excluded this ratio is three to cne. The German neasurement
of heat 1s by calories per kilo rather than by MWUs.
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I have'hedrd bhe nhme “3al3kBRIAMCRSEA hen Teferring to coal in the salt
flelds. The seams of coal in the swlt fidlds are mined with the salt,
Salzkohla 1s a young coal.

Sodet “>rmany is using low quality brown coal because the use of all coal is
controlled by the Soviets who take the better coal for ticir own use. The
Soviet ' explanation of this policy to the ecountries involved i; “hat the
best. products are needed in order that the: people can be assured of libverty
and protection. Infbdet Germany where there is nothing left but inferior

‘ ter the Soviets have taken the best, information rertaining

quality coal is restricted because the go’verment is

afraid for such information to be rublicized; reports which are made publie
are falsitied. The Soviet Cormar Covernment is taking whatever steps necessar:
to keep the trutk about Soviet exploitation of their resources from the
people. '

The Communist-controlled countries do not possess natural gae and oil;
therefore, coal is used almost exclusively. Immémuch as coal is the main
source of pumer, it means much more to the people of these countries than
it does to. thé-people of the USe

There 1s a noticeeble increase in the production of "oriquettes.” Brown
coal and lignites can be briquetted by means of @ process involving high
Pressure at about two thousand ‘atmospheres, The pressure used is 29 thousani
1bs per square inch ang these pressure briquettes can be made without a
binder. A Policy of using more briguettes is in force in Sm!idzc-emany and
Czechoslovakia. Also, briquetten,,;lre more easily transportea than coal,
Briquette stations (ractories) are being built in the browa coal and lignite
’ The Vitkovicks Zelezorny of Ostrava built 1k briguette stations in
1949 1n' just the Czechoslovak o8l fields. This may be used as a scale
for Sodet fermany where many oriduette stations are teing built,

Synthetic fuel plants normelly use brown coal heving eight and one-half to
nine thousind BTUs rer 1b. Brown coal is used because there is not enough
steinkohle available efter the Soviets hove filled their demand,

Sdet Carmany could crecte con iron industry by the uge of brown coel beceuse
it has its own process of making = good coke from brown coal., The Test
German industry has built three coking plants in Yugoslavia which make hard
coke from brown coal. These three coking plants were bullt especially for
the Yugoslav steel industry anc they are quite successful,

Poland will use the coal from the recantly acquired deposits in Germany

for trading purposes. The coal in these deposits is an average of approxie-
mately one thoucand feet deep and 18 not too difficult to mine, This will
facilitate Poland in meeting a goal of a hundred million long tons per year.

Czechoslovakia, Austria, Germany, and. Yugoslavia use s8imilar methods of
transporting coal to the surface of the ground. In the better nines the
by means of chain conveyors to belt coaveyrors and
Two types of hoists are use’ - cage dud bucket = which
bring the coal to the surface. Iz Germeny the most modern nines prefer to
push the coal with plows to the chain conveyors. However, this is done in
only a few of the most zodern mines, Most of th. .sines in Czecheslovakia,
Austria, Germeny, and Yugoslavia hand shovel the coal to the chain cone-
veyors. Cage hoiste are used only where mine cers are uged underground.
In the larger and most modern nines, 10-ton buckets are ueed when the coal

is brought to the shafts by conveyors. The Germans ho Geveloped a type
of holsting which is superior %o any mxaﬁuﬁ U3. This is
because coal is not a3 deep in the US so 1 eR necessary to
develop better hoists, but in Germany most of the coal must be hoisted,
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Germany and Czechoslovakis are md\errdzing thelr mines faster than Austria and

Yugoslavie. I would estimate that {5% of the production of coa” im Germsuy and
penite. conne Sems the mOdarn mises. . Ausimie. dess. 1ittle in eoal prod-
R < 3 s Mermmny mad Yugoslavia. Yugoslavia is
. “.4 / mdarnizing; but not yut to_the extent of Gerrany and Czechoslovakia. .

I weltld gstirmte that dot quite 50% of Yugoslavia's coal production is Zronm L

modern mines. Of the coal mining methods used in the four countries, conveyors,

- both chain and belt, are the most commor. liopes and buckets are used only in

the 0ld mines. Mine cars are used in some mines and continuous dumping is also |
used. - Ninety per cent of the ‘coal produced in. the .fouxr countries is waghed with
vater. by Jigzing and by vibration.' Some 'coal is vashed. by a preumatic process
and compressed air. - o e ‘ T ‘

Coml is graded into Tive sizezs Large; wddidm, oo, sew s1ze and dust. Flight.
Or apron conveyors are used for wvashing the large sizes. Belt conveyors are
used for nut and smeller sizes.  Severty per cent of ghe coal produced is

€raded as to size by shakers ; and the balance is graded oy vibrating screens.
In ‘smaller mineg, ‘the large pleces are hand picked. The small gizes are washed -

"by water but the percentasze of this type of operatior is very small, .
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